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Swami initiated five of us as Brahmacharins,1 and later,
in New York City, the rest of our number took initia-
tion, together with several other of the SwamPs dis-
ciples there.

It was decided, when we went to Thousand Island
Park, that we should live as a community, each
doing his or her share of the house-work in order that
no alien presence should mar the serenity of our
household. The Swami himself was an accomplished
cook and often prepared for us delicious dishes. He
had learned how to cook when, after his Master's
death, he had served his brethren, a band of young
men, his fellow-disciples, whom he held together and
taught, continuing the training begun by his Master, in
order that they might be fitted to spread abroad over
the world the truths imparted by Sri Ramakrishna.

Every morning, just as soon as our various tasks were
over (and often before), the Swami called us together
in the large parlor that served us as class-room and
began to teach us. Each day he took up some
special subject, or expounded from some sacred book,
as the Bhagavad Gita, the Upanishads, or Vedanta
Sutras of Vyasa. The Sutras are in the form of
aphorisms, being the briefest possible statements of

1 Religious students devoted to a particular teacher.